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The uncertainty which remains is whether President Vladimir Putin will continue to restrict
the General Staff’s war plans in order that Putin can go to negotiations with the
Americans on terms which will forego the demilitarization and denazification of the
Ukrainian territory between Kiev and the Polish border, and concede to the Kiev regime
unhindered control of the cities to the east — Kharkov, Odessa, Dniepropetrovsk


https://johnhelmer.net/kursk-belgorod-bryansk-is-president-putin-preparing-for-istanbul-ii/print/

Call those terms Istanbul-II. As with the draft terms initialled in Istanbul at the end
of March 2022([4], Istanbul-II amounts to an exchange of dominant Russian military power
for US and Ukrainian signatures on paper with false intention and temporary duration
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The US administration says it believes Putin will concede. It also believes that by staging
its war of pinpricks — that’s the drone, artillery and missile barrages fired by the
Ukrainian military, directed by the US and UK - in the Black Sea and Russia’s western
border regions, Putin’s red lines and threats of retaliation are exposed[5] as empty bluff

The same interpretation of Putin, and confidence that he will accept US terms, are the
foundation of the Ukraine “peace plan” of Donald Trump’s advisors [6]. The Trump plan’s
offer of “some limited sanctions relief” reflects the conviction in Washington that Putin’s
oligarch constituency can be bribed to push Putin into the same “frozen war” concessions
as Roman Abramovich got Putin to accept at Istanbul-I — until the General Staff stopped
them both
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Putin’s restrictions on the General Staff’s proposals for neutralizing the US and British air
surveillance and electronic warfare operations; and his orders to stand by while the
Ukrainians have assembled several thousand forces, first to cross into Kursk, and then into
.Bryansk and Belgorod, are now as visible in Moscow as they have been in Washington
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Moscow sources believe it was the Kremlin which was taken by surprise by the Kursk
attack on August 6, but not the General Staff and the military intelligence agency GRU.
They understood the battlefield intelligence as it was coming in and requested Putin’s
agreement to respond. In retrospect, they say “we told you so”; they imply their hands
were tied by the Kremlin orders
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“It’s obvious at this point,” comments a military source, “that the Americans and
Ukrainians have decided that Putin will come to terms if they snatch enough Russian
territory and keep up their strikes behind the Russian lines...The Ukrainians are going for



broke in the north while the centre collapses. But they know, no matter how expensive it
is, the longer they remain on the attack, the worse it looks for the Russian leadership.
They also have the measure of Putin who gives orders for half measures.”
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Ukraine RETREATS in Toretsk Smashed by Superior Russian Tactics
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Euro Maidan Press :1902 PN
Pokrovsk: a rail and road logistics hub

Ukraine's potential loss of Pokrovsk risks undermining its overall logistics in the Donbas region
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Map: Euromaidan Press; ground control via DeepStateMap - Created with Datawrapper
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Financial Times: "Kyiv’s forces captured more territory in Russia in two weeks than
Moscow did in Ukraine in a whole year - this changed the perception of their capabilities
and raised the fighting spirit of Ukrainians

But this stunning operational success has yet to achieve one important goal: to distract
Russian manpower and relieve pressure on the hottest battlegrounds in eastern Ukraine,
where Moscow is advancing relentlessly

Russian soldiers continue to push their way through Ukrainian defenses, capturing villages
and towns and bringing Moscow closer to its stated goal of full control over the Donetsk

region in eastern Ukraine
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China Is Buying a Record Amount of Iranian Oil
Teapots increased purchases as refining margins improved

M China's imports of Iranian crude
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